
10th Grade American Literature Honors Application 
2020/2021 school year 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________ Current Grade Level: _________ 

Congratulations on taking the first step to becoming an Honors Literature student. The English 

Department will be making student selections based on the following criteria: 

 MCA test scores 

 Literature grades 

 Teacher recommendation 

 Application essay 
 

What you need to do: 

Part 1) Complete this page of the application 

Part 2) Read the attached story and write the essay that goes along with it. 

Part 3) GIVE parts 1, 2, and 3 to your current literature teacher no later than Friday, March 27th.  

They will then fill out the teacher recommendation portion. 

 

Please provide an email address at which you can be reached in the event that you are accepted into this 

program. Print clearly.  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parents – I approve of my student applying for this Honors class. 

 

Signature: ___________________________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

 

 

Students – My signature indicates that all work in this application is mine. 

 

Signature: ___________________________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Applying to an Honors course will require more of a time commitment than a regular Literature 
class. How much time the student will spend depends on which class the student enters, but even more so it will 
depend on the speed at which the student works, current ability levels in the subject matter, and how effectively 
the student uses time during school. If you have more specific questions, please contact your student’s current 
Literature teacher. 
 
 



 
Teacher Recommendation Form 

 
Student directions: Fill out your name. Give the entire packet, including your completed essay, to your current 
literature teacher. 
 
Teacher directions: Complete this form. This is private – the student will not have access to this form once you 
submit it. Please bring the completed form to the department meeting. 
 
      
(Student name) ______________________________________ is interested in applying for 10th grade American 

Literature Honors. 

Student’s MCA Score 

Teachers, record the student’s 8th grade MCA score below. 

 

Overall score: _____________   Literature score: _____________ Informational Text score: _____________   

 

Student’s Homework Habits: 

____ Student turns in at least 95% of his or her work on time. 

____ Student turns in 75-80% of his or her work on time. 

____ Student turns in less than 60% of his or her work on time. 

Student’s Work Ethic: 

____ Student takes an initiative in his or her learning, demonstrating a willingness to go above and beyond 

requirements. 

____ Student often “meets” expectations, but doesn’t go much further than that. 

____ Student often takes short cuts, or seems to look for ways to do the minimum requirements. 

____ Student actively participates in class discussions. 

Overall Recommendation: 

____ I fully recommend this student for the honors class. 

____ I recommend this student for the honors class with some reservations (Please explain below) 

____ I do not recommend this student for the honors class.  

 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

Essay Portion – “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut 

In “Harrison Bergeron,” it is the year 2081. Because of Amendments 211, 212, and 213 to the 

Constitution, every American is fully equal, meaning that no one is stupider, uglier, weaker, or slower than 

anyone else. The Handicapper General and a team of agents ensure that the laws of equality are 

enforced. The story follows George and Hazel Bergeron as they watch television in this futuristic, “equal” 

society. 

 

Directions: Read the story and then answer the prompt in an essay. Essay must follow MLA format, be 

typed, and double-spaced. 

 

Prompt: Indirect characterization is when an author develops the character through his actions, 

dialogues, thoughts, appearance, and other character reactions. How does Vonnegut use indirect 

characterization to create sympathy for George and Hazel? Use textual support to provide evidence for 

your answers. 

 

Grading: Student essays will be graded using the attached Prose Analysis Scoring Guide. To qualify for 10th 

grade Honors, you must score a 6/7 or higher on the Scoring Guide.  

 


