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October 17, 2020 

 

To: Spectrum Community 

 

Re: Second Quarter Plans and Survey – (Response needed ONLY if you want your student to change  

       learning models for 2nd quarter) 

 

Spectrum has been continuing to evaluate progress on our implementation of the hybrid learning model, 

adapting when possible, and following requirements of the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) 

and the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). The decision to proceed with the hybrid model was 

made in early August to provide families time to plan. We indicated at that time that the choice parents 

made regarding the learning model for their student(s) would be a one quarter commitment. We are now 

approaching second quarter (November 2) and additional decisions need to be made by both the school 

and families regarding the learning model. 

 

Spectrum’s Second Quarter Plan 

The original requirements of MDE and MDH, in order to implement a hybrid model, remain the same. 

#1 – Consult the MDH learning model selection parameters as indicated by county-level data to 

determine the base learning model. 

Update: The number of positive COVID-19 cases per 10,000 people in Sherburne County have 

remained fairly consistent since August, ranging from 11.91 to 23.21/10,000, with the current number 

at 18.23/10,000 people. Based on these numbers and the requirements of MDH below, Spectrum will 

be continuing with the hybrid model into second quarter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#2 – Consult with health officials (state and/or local public health), as needed. 

Update: Spectrum continues to consult with MDH and local officials as unique circumstances arise. 

 

#3 – Evaluate the ability to implement required and recommended health best practices. 

Update: Spectrum has continued to balance building and transportation capacity (50%) with the 

benefits of learning in person throughout its implementation of the hybrid model. Additionally, 

students and staff have done a nice job of ensuring proper face coverings and distancing while 

implementing outdoor breaks, when possible. Sanitizing continues on a regular basis. We are grateful 

for everyone’s patience and willingness to work with the school to implement these practices. 

 

#4 – Determine the school’s ability to address all areas necessary to implement that chosen model 

safely. 

http://www.spectrumhighschool.org/


Page 2 of 2 
 

Update: As noted above, Spectrum has been able to successfully implement capacity, distancing, 

personal protective equipment, and sanitizing practices up to this point. As we begin finalizing the 

plan for second quarter, the school will also need to ensure continued staffing capacity. 

 

Parents’ Options and Plan for Second Quarter 

Before making a final decision on whether Spectrum has the capacity to continue offering the hybrid 

learning model in the same manner as first quarter, we are seeking feedback from parents/guardians. 

Please click here to complete a separate survey for each student ONLY if you want your student to change 

learning models for second quarter. If we do not receive a survey from you, we will conclude that you 

want your student to continue with their current learning model. Choices for second quarter continue to be 

hybrid (2 days on campus and 3 days distance learning) or full distance learning. 

Note: Given the limitations on building and transportation capacity and distancing requirements, any 

significant increase in numbers of students returning to campus two days a week may require the school 

to alter the current hybrid model. 

 

These are uncommon times for everyone across the Spectrum community. We recognize that these 

learning models present unique challenges to students, families, teachers, and staff. We are so thankful for 

the willingness of our community to come together and make the best of a challenging situation. We want 

to be part of the solution, so please connect with your student’s school counselor if you need assistance in 

the decision-making process. While Spectrum is implementing a hybrid model based on the numbers and 

requirements, we continue to look forward to a time when we can all come together on campus. 

 

With great appreciation, 

 

 

 

Dan DeBruyn 

Executive Director 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjVd9bTlwkEggcXTlCcdMd_r0IEbFiBVyFvS2e6LKUQMpvYA/viewform?usp=sf_link

